ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
his marshal Davout. Napoleon entered Berlin on the 2yth of
the month, cheered by the populace of that capital: for popular
opinion throughout Germany was divided, and the Revolutionary
effort had a wide appeal there. The routed fragments of the
Prussian army were relentlessly pursued, and pinned up against
the town of Liibeck, on the Baltic, where they were destroyed.
Blucher, who was in command, was captured. But a small portion
of the Prussian forces escaped eastward and joined the Russians.
Napoleon proceeded to issue the Decrees of Berlin on Nov-
ember 21. These decrees instituted what was known as the
Continental Blockade. The financial power of England, upon
whose subsidies the various enemies of Napoleon relied, was
to be crippled by the forbidding of English trade to and from
the ports over which Napoleon had control. There followed a
battle against the Russians at Eylau, fought in a winter snow-
storm early in 1807; it was indecisive as well as most murderous,
and, though followed by a Russian retreat, raised the prestige
of that Power; but in the following summer at Friedland
Napoleon inflicted a total defeat on the Russians, and the Tsar
was prepared for peace.
He and Napoleon met. The young autocrat, the Tsar
Alexander, who was of a generous temper and a trifle mad, had
always felt a great admiration for the Emperor, and ever since
the bombardment of the neutral Danish capital had felt anta-
gonistic towards England. He now allied himself with the
French, and one can say that from that moment Napoleon
might, had he chosen, have possessed in peace the position he
had acquired and have proceeded to organize that new Europe
the establishment of which had become his ambition.
Spain and the Peninsular War. But he chose in that same
year, 1807, to increase his liabilities. He prepared to attempt
the uniting of Spain with the rest of the territory over which
he had direct or indirect control. He had it in his power to
destroy Prussia for good. He abandoned the opportunity, con-
tenting himself with reducing her force to a certain maximum.
The object of this the Prussian governing class of squires and
their intellectual leaders in the universities defeated by short
service and intensive training, so that under the surface a very
large new Prussian army was preparing. Though it would do
nothing active until it were certain of victory—for such has been
the consistent Prussian tradition—it was an increasing force.
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